Letter that was given to the Primary Care Physician to assist them when they took our request to the review board. Please feel free to glean what you can from this. 

To Whom It May Concern:

During routine Laparoscopic Cholecystectomy on August 5, 2005 to remove my gall bladder, a biopsy was taken of an unknown mucous that was found which Pathology diagnosed as Pseudomyxoma Peritonei (PMP).  This finding was confirmed on August 17 by a CT scan which identified numerous mucous collections in my abdominal cavity.  Subsequent to this diagnosis, I have literally immersed myself in researching this most rare and deadly cancer which infects only one of every one million people annually.  What I have learned is that very few doctors have knowledge of it and even fewer on a national scale have expertise in its treatment and cure.  For this reason alone, I want to acknowledge the Group Health team of doctors and specialists involved with my initial surgery whose actions lead to a timely and accurate diagnosis.  I have found in my research that many patients are incorrectly diagnosed which result in an unfavorable if not impossible prognosis for recovering.  I particularly want to acknowledge Dr. J.Y. who has been a pillar of strength to sustain me in my painstaking, most exhaustive search process.  His wisdom, counsel and personal sensitivity place him in a category beyond compare.

At the direction of Dr. Y resultant from a referral by Dr. S. of the University of Washington Medical Center (UWMC), we met with Dr. M on September 20, 2005 at UWMC. He was described as a surgeon who specialized in the treatment and cure of PMP.  Although Dr. M might be an excellent surgeon in his own right, his credentials clearly do not establish him as an expert in performing complex PMP surgery.  According to Dr. M he has performed approximately 15 surgeries to date, the results of which I am not aware. Because of his minimal experience with PMP and the absence of a proven track record of success, I walked away from the meeting feeling a total lack of confidence and a clear conclusion that there was no way I would allow Dr. M. to perform this highly complicated surgery on me and unnecessarily put my life and/or quality of life at risk. Dr. M. suggested we get a second opinion. One of the doctors he suggested was Dr. Brian Loggie.

Shortly thereafter, I was able to secure an appointment with Dr. Brian Loggie, Chief of Surgical Oncology at Creighton University Medical School, Omaha, NE. On October 10th I met with Dr. Loggie. After completing a brief physical exam, he thoroughly reviewed CT scan films of my chest and abdomen. Dr. Loggie’s prognosis was significantly different than that conveyed by Dr. M. It clearly indicated my excellent candidacy for this surgery together with a highly successful outcome without severe impairment to my quality of life. Because of his world-renowned leadership and vast wealth of surgical experience in this field (more than 500 PMP surgeries), I have selected Dr. Loggie to perform my surgery. The surgery is scheduled for November 15, 2005. With this letter I am requesting coverage approval for my surgery and follow up treatment to take place at Creighton University Medical Center with Dr. Brian Loggie.

Although I am not knowledgeable as to the specific cost of treatment on in-state versus out-of-state care, I would surmise a relatively similar expense.  When you factor in potential complications from lack of experience, there is no comparison at all.  Most importantly, I would submit that if you or any of your loved ones were infected with this insidious disease, you would want that surgery to be performed by a highly skilled expert who would minimize the potential of life threatening complications.

Sincerely,

Michael D. Smith 

(Use the following if you are aware of another PMP patient from your insurance company has been approved for coverage already, with their permission. It may help to give their subscriber number if they are willing to let you)

P.S. It is important to note that another (fill in your insurance company) subscriber, (fill in appropriate name & subscriber number if available), received coverage approval to obtain PMP surgery from Dr. _________ in Washington DC (or wherever). Her surgery took place ____________.
